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tries broke out overseas, the question of an
attack on New Amsterdam was taken up and
debated with such heat as nearly to disrupt the
Confederation. The absolute refusal of Massa-
chusetts to enter on such an undertaking so pro-
longed the discussion that the war was over before
a decision was reached; but Connecticut seized
the Dutch lands at Hartford, and Roger Ludlow,
who had moved to Fairfield from Windsor after
1640, began an abortive military campaign of his
own. The situation remained unchanged as long
as the Dutch held New Netherland, and the region
between Greenwich and the Bronx continued to
be what it had been from the beginning of settle-
ment, a territory occupied only by Indians and a
few straggling emigrants. There the unfortunate
Anne Hutchinson with her family was massacred
by the Indians in 1643.

The New England Confederation performed
the most important part of its work during the
first twenty years of its existence, for although it
lasted nominally till 1684, it ceased to be effective
after 1664, and was of little weight in New Eng-
land history after the restoration of the Stuarts.
Owing to the fact that it had been formed with-
out any authority from England, the Confederation